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The leftist Frente Morazanista de Honduras has taken credit for a bomb explosion on July 4
that killed at least five persons and wounded 26 others in the department of Comayagua, near
the US Palmerola military base. According to a communique from "Comando 33" of the Frente
Morazanista, the attack was "in protest of the high cost of living." The Comando 33 appears to be a
splinter group, since the founder of the Frente Morazanista, Gustavo Garcia, insists that the group
was disbanded as a guerrilla organization in 1990. In fact, many members of the Frente received
amnesty and joined the Partido de Unificacion Democratica (PUD), which was granted legal status
in 1993.
Honduran authorities consider that the US Palmerola military base where 1,100 US troops
are stationed was the original target, but the bomb was defective and exploded precipitously.
The explosion occurred in front of a gasoline station, killing two adults and three children and
wounding 26 others. Rumors that two men who were carrying the bomb were also killed were not
substantiated. US and Honduran military experts say they will conduct a thorough investigation into
the bombing because of the proximity of the explosion to the US base.
US Embassy officials in Tegucigalpa also reportedly believe that the bomb may have been directed
at the US troops who were celebrating the 4th of July at a discotheque a short distance from the
explosion. The explosion occurred while discussions were being held between Honduran and
US officials regarding the possibility of converting Palmerola into a regional base to fight drug
trafficking in Central America. That possibility increased recently when US Defense Secretary
William Perry announced that Washington is planning to shift some US troops to Palmerola when
it closes its bases in Panama in 1999. Palmerola was a major center for US military operations in
Central America during the 1980
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